
A PRESENCE IN THE LIGHT
what is the future of the built environment?



IS THIS ARCHITECTURAL LIGHTING?
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A NEW MODERNISM?

SEAGRAMS BUILDING: 1958

(68 years old)



© 2026
A NEW MODERNISM?



© 2026
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Kelly’s Six Qualities of Light

“… light itself as a physical force can have…the 

regular occurrence of effects as does the wind…”

1. Intensity

2. Brightness

3. Diffusion

4. Spectral Color

5. Direction

6. Motion

▪ Focal Glow

▪ Ambient Luminescence

▪ Play of Brilliants

3 types of lighting:
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1929
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the hangover of preset scene controls



BUILDING A HuMAN FOUNDATION FOR AI IN LIGHTING

AI OPTIMIZED DC INFRASTRUCTURE

AI OPTIMIZED HUMAN TASKS

AI OPTIMIZED HUMAN HEALTH AND WELLNESS

“Lighting”
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CYCLES OF TIME

LINEAR EXPERIENCE

CYCLICAL EXPERIENCE

beginning middle end

PHASE

PHASE

PHASE

PHASE

PRESET SCENES



hours

minutes DAYS

months

seasons
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CYCLES OF TIME



SEASONS

HOLIDAYS

SPORTS

EVENTS
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CYCLES OF TIME



DAILY SEASONAL HOLIDAY EVENT

CYCLES OF TIME



CYCLES OF TIME
SEASONS

HOLIDAYS

SPORTS

EVENTS
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LAYERS OF TIME

SEASONS

HOLIDAYS

EVENTS



IS THIS ARCHITECTURAL LIGHTING?



UNTRACKED TRACKED BASIC DATA MAGIC

CHECK IN

INTERFACE SERVICE

ANONYMOUS PERSONALIZED

PHASES OF ANONYMITY



Your friend, the wall?



immersive digital experiences as participatory branding



What happens if a child grows up next to a magical portal?



ILM, The Mandalorian



Circadian rhythm



healthy lighting?



from claustrophobic to wonderland



the art of seduction and the act of immersion



conscious luminous effects?



What MAKES AN immersive digital experience? 

Digital displays

MEDIA CONTENT

INTERACTION

ACTION

SENSORS BIG DATA



What MAKES AN immersive digital experience? 

Digital displays

MEDIA CONTENT

driving 
action

making 
memories

DERIVING KNOWLEDGE

INTERACTION

ACTION

SENSORS BIG DATA
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